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UBST SIDE - Pat Vyseoky

Not tuo pany yeors age gardengrs grew gerigin varieties of
perennials wnd shxubs in their purdons because theiyr motheors had
grovm them in that sres ond they knew the shrubs would suceesd.
Some gardemers receivod thelr sitaxrt from o neighbor’s surplue -
snd those plante would sucsesd. A few daring gordeners oxperi-
mented with untried plants with varying succonms, Today we don't
want cunly the old varioties of ornementals, we want to try sowe
of the new, Ve don't want the neipgbbor's surpius of apires op
RPalley® iris for inotanece., Ve want the mnewsy varieties of good
horticultural specinens. Perbhops we bave movoed to o now climste
which neans now apeciss and now culture for them., Howr does one
know which sgpecies, which variety, sometines oven vhich plant,
will do well in a poriicular situstion? How can we help desirable
plents sdjust to s situation that is on the very vorge of being
doadly to them? OF course I am not writing sbout having wisteria
olimd our femces or gurdonisms and masmolicm grow rompant on sur
terraces, 1t's the borderline plants zpd the bordorline situations
vhere an adventurous gaxdener cop push the bualonce of Pm‘h&l‘ﬁ to
the side vhich favors the pariticular plant,. «

e all do scme of this when we use vinter p‘*otec‘i;ian in any
form. 'le plont a rome of Sharon {Althes) in o sheltered lecation
in this come krowing 4% will have o better chances In the sholisred
spot than in an unprotec area., Thore aore other trees, fruite,
shaubg, and perernnials too numerous ‘o mention whore a cheltered
location and geod vdater protecticn is sufficiont to insurs Com-
plete sucoeass of what otherwise would be & loot csuse,

Dut for yoars sorme of us have been trying to reisge plants
that are reaully bardy here but for whieh special culiture is needed:
aeid soil, claoy soil sandy eor peaty soil, lote of moisiurs, aporee
woter; ond we'lve had es mony degroes of pucesss end fallure es
wa e had plonts,

At o recent woeting of the llinnesots Peony Society we wore
phocked %o lesrn that the much recommended aluminum suiphate has
a toxic effect an the plaonts aftesr it hos been used for a showd
perdod of time, Yet murgeries insist upon advertising aluminum
aulphate for uss in moking seil goild. Thase of ng who follaw
blindly begar losing our blueberries, Jopanese Iris, Iupine, ete.

e saked Dr, Smyder of the University of HMmnesots Hortisulture
Department sbout this at the Peony Bosciety meeting. Hg Told us
the slupinum pulphate we had uweed, and hod reccamended to others
tc use in some ogses, was the kiiler. Us lsarmed that suipher
ond the new izron chelates ere much mere succsssful in coidifying
8011, and bove no tanic offect. Acid loving pleants like humus
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and we supplied humus, They like varying degress of moisturs so
we carefully supplied vwhat they wanted, Dut we killed some of them
by constantly adding aluminum sulphate o the soil., How can we
know?

“ur new arboretum and our pressnt Universiiy of MHinmescia
Horticulture Department have so much to sagy to all of us vho
enjoy our gardens. Not emough of us consult the Horitiouliure

t for knowledge they can already give us. ot enough of

us contribute to the arboretum furd 4o help those specianlists
anployed by the University for research and experimemtation to
learn more that will;, in the final annlysis, help sll of us to have
better gaxdens, Vhether we're commercial apple growers or omateur
sum growers the University has already helped us acheive far more
than was thought possible even 2% years ago. With the experimental
plants they are painsiakingly ocaring for, with the Uinnesota msde
ocrosses and the resulting hybrids, whe knows what can be poasibie
25 yeaxrs from now? Imagine having Minmesoto grown azaleass just as
we now have Uinnesote mums ~ and its not imposaidble!
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Now im the time for these of you vwho have potied spring bulbs
for foreing o bring them indoors +to the wormth and moisiture that
will result in 2 beautiful array of flowers by BEaster, For those of
us whe haven®t tried this before, now iz a good time to resolve that
naxi year we will be among the lucky omes to have on early touch of
spring in our homes., Tulipas, hyacinths and narcissi are all very
suitable as well as the lesmer bulbs such as orocus, hyccinths, ets.
Just plant several bulbs in & large pot in November in rich potiing
soil, Sink these potz in a hole in the garden which has been lined
with hay to fascilitete ecasy removal of the pots afisr freezing, cover
with more hay avd a little soil, No matter how hard the ground freezes
it i3 o simple matiter to free the pots and bring into the house when-
over deaired in the spring or later winter,
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Character ia what you are - reputation is what you getl caught
ate
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Donit forget the meeting Thursday - February 26 - 8300 P,
Ve would like to see an overflow orowd!i!ll



